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the living newspaper

The Living Newspaper was
originally a form of agitprop
street theater developed in early
Soviet Russia. Its goal was to
spread the news to the general
population, which was largely
illiterate at the time. The idea
of a living newspaper was later
imported to the Broadway stage
during the Great Depression
as part of the Federal Theatre
Project. The American version
was more of a performed essay
about topics like the history
of labor rights in the US. More
recently other theater practi
tioners such as the Brazilian
director Augusto Boal have
taken up the concept of a living
newspaper. Laser has been
drawing on all these historic
incarnations of the living
newspaper to do her own per
formances and workshops
in schools, theaters, art institu
tions and public spaces.
The Living Newspaper
(dt.: Die lebende Zeitung) war
ursprünglich eine Form des
Agitprop-Straßentheaters im
sowjetischen Russland. Ziel
der lebenden Zeitung war es die
aktuellen Nachrichten an die
Bevölkerung, die zu dieser Zeit
größtenteils analphabetisch
war, zu übermitteln. Die Idee
einer lebenden Zeitung wurde
später, während der Großen
Depression in den Vereinigten
Staaten, als Teil des sogenannten
Federal Theater Project auf die
Broadway-Bühnen übertragen.
Die amerikanische Version war
jedoch eher die Aufführung
eines thematischen Essays, etwa
über die Geschichte der Arbeiter
rechte in den USA. In jüngerer
Zeit haben auch andere Theater
macherinnen und Theater
macher, etwa der brasilianische
Regisseur Augusto Boal, das
Konzept der lebenden Zeitung
aufgegriffen. Laser nimmt
mit ihren Performances und
Workshops – in Schulen,
Theatern, Kunstinstitutionen
und öffentlichen Räumen –
Bezug auf all diese historischen
Inkarnationen der Living
Newspaper.
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close your eyes
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wave for help
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I helped a friend. He came over
to my house while I was sitting
on my bed listening to music
with another friend. My friend
who needed help asked me if we
could talk alone and then he
told me that he needed to borrow
money because his mother was
sick in the hospital. I helped him
out and gave him some money.
He was very relieved and happy.
–Said Mahdi Mossawi, age 16

I see the body of Angela Merkel.
She is holding her hands in a
kind of heart. Makes me think
about Angela Merkel and the
immigrant problems.
–Yasin, age 13

I needed help from many
people when I walked
with crutches. I had broken
my leg.
– Constanze, age 14

There are refugees, they’re going
with many baggage and they
look really tired. It makes me
think to the poor refugees but
we can’t help them when other
countries don’t help too. I think
we should help them in there
own country, not in Germany.
Lots of refugees search for help
in Germany. Lots of people
say we have to help them. Other
people say we shouldn’t help.
–Yasin, age 13

There is a person with a purple
jacket and the hand makes a
form. I think about the refugees
and the war in Syria. It says,
“I do it. Angela Merkel leads
the first politikee survival fight
of her ten years as Chancellor.
The agreement sinks, the
criticism grows. Watch a woman
under pressure.”
–Meiken, age 13

There are hands and a lower
body. Don’t have any thoughts.
It says, “a chance for Syrien.
Peace Should be. Moskow
is important.” I don’t know
anything.
–Balthasar, age 13

rest your hands in front of your stomach,
letting your fingertips meet

4

My friends and I gave homeless
people bread with cheese and
some people were happy and
some were insecure. But it feels
good to know that you helped
a people.
–Nele, age 14

On my way to Germany we had
to walk through Turkey and
Bulgaria. We had to walk through
the forest in Bulgaria for 30
hours straight. We were 3 guys
and a young boy of 12 years.
He hurt his leg, so we took turns
carrying him on our backs for
30 hours. It was very difficult
and exhausting.
–Najmaddin Tukhta, age 17
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open your eyes

The article is about people going
out of there homeland because
there is war. I don’t know much
about this topic.
–Erik, age 13
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clap your hands, shake your head, shrug your shoulders
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tense up your body
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What does the photograph make you think about?
What’s the article about?
What have you heard people say?
What do you think?

When was the last time you really needed help?
Did you ever help someone?
Has there ever been a time when you couldn’t help?
Has there been a time when you didn’t want to help?
8

9
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Maybe the picture makes me
think about the purple chairs at
the parliament. The photograph
is boring.
–anonymous, age 13

The NRW-minister wants to
open halls of sports for immi
grants. There are beds in the
hall of Wanne-Eiken school
in Herne. There are some
towns, which do this already.
I think it’s a good idea to do
that, because the immigrants
need a place to sleep.
–anonymous, age 13

I helped when my best friend
Angelina had broken her legs.
She couldn’t walk for a long
time and she felt pain.
–Helena, age 13
At home I used to help people
a lot. For example older people
who are walking home from
the supermarket with their
groceries, I helped them carry
their heavy bags. Or when they
were waiting to cross the road,
I helped them get across the
street safely. Sometimes the cars
are very impatient.
–Mohamad Hadi Zaheri, age 17

The writer Ruth Klüger has
survived the Holocaust. She said,
that Merkel’s refugees politics
are right during a ceremony.
–Sebastian, age 13

I couldn’t help my dog. Last
year – she ate poisoned food and
I couldn’t help her. Now she is
dead and it was terrible to know
that you can’t help her and you
must look at her die.
–Nele, age 14

Lots of schools make the
sports halls free for refugees.
I know that many people
are unhappy about this. Kids
don’t be able to make sports
and the refugees don’t live
really comfortable. I think
refugees can live in lots of
buildings. Lots of buildings
are empty. This buildings
are more comfortable than
the hall of sports. And
it’s better for all people,
who want to make sports.
–anonymous, age 13

I needed help in my holidays
in France. I wanted something to eat and I can’t speak
French. We sit in a restaurant,
directly at the beach. I wanted
pasta and didn’t know, what
I should say. Then my grandpa
ordered the meal. I felt very
helpless in this country
because all people spoke this
language and I don’t under
stood anything.
–Pia, age 13

There you can see the Bundestag
of Germany and the people
there are clapping there hands
for Ruth Klüger. In front of
her is one woman, named
Angela Merkel. Ruth Klüger
gives a speech. But I haven’t
got any thoughts. Some people
think immigrants should
not be allowed in Germany.
I do not agree.
–Balthasar, age 13

now release all the tension
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Much people said the politics of
Merkel aren’t right. I don’t know.
–anonymous, age 13

There is a hall where you
do sport and in it there are
many beds. The hall is empty
there is only one men on
his bed. The photograph
makes me thinking about
how refugees live.
–anonymous, age 13
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gesture to hurry up
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stretch out
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lie down

13
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She’s thinking about the state
of the nation, the meaning
of life, world politics, soldiers
in Afghanistan.
–Sivan Khalaf and
Awin Schekho, age 16

There is a boat swimming
on the shore.
–Andreas, age 12

The article is about refugees,
who have come from their
war-countrys and have sailed for
months of unsureness across
the sea. Then they reach the
Greek island Lesbos and the EU.
–Helena, age 13

Last week my friend collapsed
in the park. He had a really
bad pain in his head and needed
help. I called an ambulance
and explained to them what had
happened and where we were.
The ambulance came a little
while later with one doctor and
two paramedics. They put my
friend on a stretcher and I drove
with them in the ambulance
to the hospital. I stayed with
my friend at the hospital until
three in the morning until
we could leave.
–Najmaddin Tukhta, age 17

The last time I needed
help was when I was a baby.
–anonymous, age 13

I never needed help.
I never helped somebody.
–anonymous, age 13

I help a friend to learn latin in
these days. I do this, because
he’s my friend and I like him.
We have translated some texts
into German and we tried to
learn vocabulary in the right way.
He have to have better grades.
I felt normal.
–Sebastian, age 13

I gave homeless people
a bit money.
–anonymous, age 13

I can’t help for example all
poor people in the world. I can’t
help the people asking me and
I don’t know the answer. I don’t
want to help a person that wants
to have really much money
(about $1000).
–Andreas, age 12

I helped my brother with jogging,
because he’s ill for all his life,
it’s not dangerous but he must
move. His lung is very ill.
–anonymous, age 13

bring your finger to your lips
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I think about immigrants. You
can see refugees, who are on
a little, destroyed boat. There are
to many people on it, and no one
has enough place for himself.
And a man has to pull the boat
threw the sea. They all look
exhausted.
–Helena, age 13

On the image you can see lots
of refugees on a boat at the sea.
The boat is little, too little for
so many people! The photograph
make me thinking about the
dangerous way refugees have
to come to save countries.
–anonymous, age 13

15

I was in the Hospital for two
weeks. I had gotten an operation
on my eye and my parents,
friends and family came every
day to see me. It was not easy
and it hurts a lot. It was bad time
for me.
–anonymous, age 13

I needed help when I didn’t do
my homework my classmate gave
it to me. I was worried about
what would happen if the teacher
finds out.
–anonymous, age 13

I needed help with a special
thing that my best friend
helped me with. I’ve helped
my best friend too with a thing
that is very private. I really
need help with math and I have
a home tutor.
–Anna-Katharina, age 14

push yourself up to stand

The last time I really needed help
was when I was in the hospital
only some weeks ago because
I have diabetes. It wasn’t good
but not really bad. I was very
scared and I was in the hospital
for two weeks. It was very boring.
–anonymous, age 13
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somit nicht nur die Gelegenheit
zu einer intensiven Begegnung
mit einer zeitgenössischen
Künstlerin und einem sowohl
kognitiven als auch handlungs
orientierten Workshop, sondern
bekamen auch einen Einblick
in die zeitgenössische
Kunstproduktion.
Die während des Workshops
aufgenommen Fotos und Videos
finden sich innerhalb der Aus
stellung in der Installation
Identification Please wieder, dort
ist auch diese Zeitung ausgestellt.
Wir danken allen Beteiligten
für ihre überaus engagierte
Mitarbeit und unseren Förderern
für die finanzielle Unterstützung.
– Carola Gottschalk

This non-profit publication is part
of Liz Magic Laser’s on-going
series The Living Newspaper
(2012-present). The Identification
Please newspaper is an artistic
work that reframes a selection
of news articles with materials
developed by the artist and work
shop participants. This newspaper
builds on an earlier publication,
Old News #15, created by Liz
Magic Laser for the Old News
series published by Pork Salad
Press, edited by Jacob Fabricius,
2015 / Diese nichtkommerzielle
Publikation ist Teil der Serie
The Living Newspaper (seit 2012)
von Liz Magic Laser. Die Zeitung
Identification Please ist eine
künstlerische Arbeit, die eine
Auswahl an Nachrichtenartikeln
durch Materialien, die von der
Künstlerin und den WorkshopTeilnehmerInnen entwickelt
wurden, neu kontextualisiert.
Diese Zeitung baut auf einer
früheren Veröffentlichung, Old
News #15, auf, die von Liz Magic
Laser für die Serie Old News
geschaffen, von Pork Salad Press
gedruckt und von Jacob Fabricius
2015 herausgegeben wurde.
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Identification Please

This newspaper was created
in the context of a project involv
ing the Art Education program
of Kunstverein Göttingen in
an extraordinary collaboration
between artist Liz Magic Laser,
Tina Lüers’ 8th class students
and a group of young refugees
participating in a language
learning class taught by Kerstin
Bruns at the Max-PlanckGymnasium Göttingen.
In preparation for her solo
exhibition at Kunstverein
Göttingen, the artist led the
students through a series of
workshops, examining the influ
ence news images have on our
perceptions. Through writing
and movement-based exercises,
the students were prompted

to identify with the politicians,
citizens and refugees represented in current front page
news stories.
Before the start of the work
shops Laser sent a questionnaire
to the students in which they
were asked to describe situations
where they needed help or
helped others. In a second ques
tionnaire she asked them to
study various newspaper articles
and related images and to
describe their interpretations
of them. In this way the artist
sensitized the students, prompt
ing them to offer their own
stories. She incorporated the
students’ writings into this news
paper and used it as a manual
to connect their personal experi
ences with their perceptions of
current events.

The students experimented
with how certain postures
and gestures affect one’s thought
processes as they identified
with each other and the figures
represented in the news. Parti
cipants had the opportunity for
an intensive encounter with
a contemporary artist, contri
buting to the exhibition and
gaining insight into current art
production. The photographs
and videos created during these
workshops have been integrated
into the central installation in
the exhibition, Identification
Please, where this newspaper
is also on display.
Many thanks to all those
involved for their great commit
ment and our sponsors for their
financial support.
– Carola Gottschalk

Ausweis bitte
Diese Zeitung entstand im
Rahmen eines Projektes der
Kunstvermittlung des Kunst
vereins Göttingen in einer
außergewöhnlichen Zusammen
arbeit zwischen der Künstlerin
Liz Magic Laser mit der Klasse
8l und ihrer Lehrerin Tina
Lüers sowie einer Gruppe
jugendlicher Geflüchteter der
Sprachlernklasse von Kerstin
Bruns, beide am Max-PlanckGymnasium Göttingen.
In Vorbereitung ihrer Einzel
ausstellung im Kunstverein
Göttingen führte die Künstlerin
mit den Schülerinnen und
Schülern einen mehrtägigen
Workshop durch. Dabei stand
die Frage im Mittelpunkt,
welchen Einfluss Zeitungsbilder

auf unsere Wahrnehmung haben.
Durch schriftliche und auf
Bewegung basierende Übungen
waren die Schülerinnen und
Schüler aufgefordert, sich mit
PolitikerInnen, BürgerInnen
und Geflüchteten zu identifizie
ren, wie sie in aktuellen
Titelgeschichten dargestellt sind.
Noch vor Beginn des Work
shops schickte Liz Magic Laser
einen Fragebogen an die Schü
lerinnen und Schüler und forderte
sie darin auf, Situationen zu
schildern, in denen sie auf Hilfe
angewiesen waren oder selbst
Hilfe geleistet hatten. In einem
weiteren Fragebogen gab sie
ihnen die Aufgabe, sich mit
verschiedenen Zeitungsartikeln
und den dazugehörigen Bildern
zu beschäftigen und diese zu
interpretieren. Damit wollte

die Künstlerin die Jugendlichen
für das Thema sensibilisieren
und sie anregen, ihre eigenen
Geschichten zu erzählen. Diese
Erzählungen integrierte sie in
die vorliegende Zeitung und
nutzte sie als Arbeitsgrundlage,
um die persönlichen Erfahrungen
der Schülerinnen und Schüler
mit deren Wahrnehmung der aktu
ellen Ereignisse zu verknüpfen.
Die Auseinandersetzung über
die Wirkung erfolgte jedoch
nicht nur auf kognitiver Ebene.
Durch Nachstellen der Zeitungs
bilder erprobten die Teilnehmerinnen und Teilnehmer,
wie durch bestimmte Haltungen
und Gesten oder die Identifika
tion mit den dargestellten
Personen unsere Denkprozesse
beeinflusst werden. Die Schüle
rinnen und Schüler erhielten
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